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Remembrance 
(CNJ title: “Armistice Day program reminder to be thankful”) 

by Cindy Kleyn-Kennedy 
 

 In this season of Thanksgiving, we were reminded of important things to 
remember at Parkview Elementary School recently.  
 Parkview’s 3rd graders performed a special Veterans Day program for the entire 
school, along with parents and community members. Originally conceived when 
fighting ceased during the final days of World War I - on the eleventh hour of the 
eleventh day of the eleventh month - this day of remembrance was dubbed “Armistice 
Day” by President Wilson in 1919.  
 The program began with everyone reciting the “Pledge of Allegiance;” 
particularly memorable when adult voices are joined with students. Parkview 3rd 
graders then proceeded with a rousing rendition of a patriotic medley led by music 
teacher, Zahra Bilal. Next was a touching reading of “America’s White Table” (Margot 
Theis Raven) by Parkview’s principal, Michelle Flygare. Flygare, with extensive ties to 
the military herself, introduced the concept of the “white table” by sharing the 
background of the story, acted out by Parkview students in setting the “white Table.” 
 A small round table was placed in the center and covered with a white 
tablecloth. White symbolizes the pure intention with which soldiers serve; the small size 
of the table, set for one, represents the vulnerability of one prisoner against the enemy. 
A single rose is placed on the table to symbolize not only blood that has been shed, 
but also the loved ones who have been left behind, and their faith that one day their 
loved one will return. 
 A lemon slice laid on a plate represents a bitter fate; sprinkled salt symbolizes 
tears that have been shed by waiting loved ones. A folded black napkin reminds one of 
the isolation and suffering of the missing soldier. An inverted glass rests on the table, 
representing the fact that the soldier is unable to be present and toast with loved ones. 
A single lit candle represents the light in the hearts of those at home, providing the 
hope that the soldier will find their way home. Finally, a chair is placed at the table and 
remains empty; this, for the one so poignantly absent. 
 The ceremony concluded with bagpipes playing “Amazing Grace,” 
accompanying a young student slowly walking to the table wearing a helmet, which he 
carefully placed on the table and saluted.  
 The white table ceremony is always incredibly moving, but when carried out by 
children with such respectful solemnity…well, words fail.  
 Let us be truly thankful this Thanksgiving. 
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